
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

MOH 29 TCT 21 VIR 23 ICC 27 LAK 10 COW 7 PIC 21 MAR 17 GWG 17 SBE 43 

CAR 38 CHP 35 MVM 35 BCR 30 CHI 34 DTL 42 YOR 24 SEB 37 AUR 45 SC 42 

NNEEWWSS

January 18, 2016 

Aaron Rodgers 

QB 

Scarborough  

Blue Eagles 

Johnathan Hankins 

DL 

Charleswood 

Patriots 

34 of 54, 342 yards, 4TDs. 3 TD 

passes in 4th quarter comeback. 

5 Tackles, 3 Sacks, 1 Stf, 1 Hur, 1 

FF.  Big pressure in big win. 

Who was slick 

in Week 

Fourteen? 

“Brylcreem” THE 
EFL’S FIRST SPONSOR 

LATEST EFL NEWS 

INSIDE 
 

 BLUE EAGLES FLY HIGH 

 RAVENS SWOOP DOWN 

ON CUBS 

 SEBASTIAN FINALLY 

WINS 

 AND MORE..... 

Also in this issue 

 SPATS FEATURE, 

‘KINGDOM OF 

FERRARONIA,’ ‘HOW 

THE WEST IS BEING 

WON’ & ‘THE CURSE-

PART II.’ 

 JIMMY THE GEEK 

DISSECTS THE 

PLAYOFF PICTURE  

 THIS WEEK IN EFL 

HISTORY – WEEK 

FOURTEEN OF 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scarborough QB, Aaron Rodgers is all 

business after firing a dart to Jordy 

Nelson for a TD in 4
th

 quarter action at 

South Carolina, as part of an amazing 

43-42 comeback.  (Story Inside....) 
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1 2 3 4 OT Total 

Scarborough 7 7 3 26 - 43 

South Carolina 0 28 7 7 - 42 
Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Romo 29 39 345 4 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Gore 11 54 4.9 0 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

Funchess 5 105 21.0 1 

Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Rodgers 34 54 342 4 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Yeldon 19 73 3.8 0 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

Nelson 7 105 15.0 1 

4433  4422  Aaron Rodgers 

TEAM LEADERS TEAM LEADERS 

TTrraaiilliinngg  4422--3366  wwiitthh  00::2222  lleefftt  iinn  tthhee  ggaammee  aanndd  ffaacciinngg  11
sstt

  &&  ggooaall  aatt  tthhee  

RReeggss’’  44  yyaarrdd  lliinnee,,  AAaarroonn  RRooddggeerrss  tthhrreeww  aa  ddaarrtt  ttoo  MMoohhaammeedd  SSaannuu  iinn  

tthhee  eenndd  zzoonnee  ffoorr  tthhee  wwiinnnniinngg  TTDD..    

SUMMARY:  The Blue Eagles covered 85 yards in 19 plays and took almost 10 minutes off the clock to open the game with a 4 -yard TD 

scramble by Aaron Rodgers. Tony Romo answered for the Regs’ with a 4-yard TD scramble of his own and the firefight was on. The teams 

exchanged TDs on their next two possessions before the Regs gained the upper hand with a 61-yard punt return TD by Ted Ginn Jr and a 5-yard TD 

pass to AJ Green after Jermaine Gresham had fumbled away the ball for the Eagles. The Regs added to their lead with a 4-yard TD pass to Marcel 

Reece in a comparatively quiet 3rd quarter. The Eagles drew within 12 when Rodgers hooked up with Mohamed Sanu for a 12-yard TD pass and then 

added a FG when Philip Wheeler forced a Romo fumble at the Regs’ 22 yard line. A quick three-and-out by the Regs set up another chance for the 

Eagles’ offence and they capitalized with a 12-yard TD pass to Jordy Nelson to make it 35-33. Safety, Marcus Gilchrist picked off Romo to set up 

the 3rd FG of the day by Mike Nugent, giving Scarborough a 36-35 lead. The Regs rallied with rookie Devin Funchess taking a short cross 46 yards 

for a TD, but with time running down, Rodgers went 8 of 10 for 69 yards and 4-yard TD pass to Sanu on the ensuing drive to finish the comeback.  

01-14-2016 Carolina Slammer   Temp: 64   Wind: 0-10   None          MVP: Aaron Rodgers  

       

Scoring Summary 

1  5:26  Scarborough         TD Rodgers 4 run (Nugent) (19-85-9:23)                       7-0              

2 14:55  South Carolina    TD Romo 4 run (Tucker,J) (11-85-5:25)                         7-7              

2 10:57  Scarborough       TD Rodgers 21 pass to Jackson (Nugent) (10-80-3:58)         14-7              

2  4:28  South Carolina     TD Romo 11 pass to Reece (Tucker,J) (11-81-6:24)            14-14             

2  2:19  South Carolina     TD Ginn Jr. 61 punt return (Tucker,J)                        14-21             

2  0:34  South Carolina     TD Romo 5 pass to Green (Tucker,J) (6-62-0:52)              14-28             

3  7:39  Scarborough        FG Nugent 38 (12-47-5:33)                                    17-28             

3  1:36  South Carolina     TD Romo 4 pass to Reece (Tucker,J) (9-80-6:03)              17-35             

4 13:23  Scarborough       TD Rodgers 12 pass to Sanu (2 - failed) (10-80-3:13)        23-35             

4 12:22  Scarborough       FG Nugent 35 (4-5-0:51)                                      26-35             

4  8:06  Scarborough       TD Rodgers 12 pass to Nelson (Nugent) (9-49-3:08)           33-35             

4  5:01  Scarborough       FG Nugent 32 (4-8-1:33)                                      36-35             

4  2:17  South Carolina    TD Romo 46 pass to Funchess (Tucker,J) (6-90-2:40)          36-42             

4  0:22  Scarborough       TD Rodgers 4 pass to Sanu (Nugent) (10-84-1:51)             43-42 

                     SBE           SC                                                                    

First Downs          33           27                                                                    

Rushes           25-106        16-82                                                                    

Passes         54-34-342   39-29-345                                                                    

Sacked             2-19          0-0                                                                    

Fumble                3            1                                                                    

Penalties          8-71       16-139                                                                    

Turnovers             1            2                                                                    

Missed Tackles        7            2                                                                    

Blitzes              25           26                                                                    

Time              33:38        26:22                                                                    

Third Down        11-17          2-7                                                                    

Fourth Down         0-0          0-1                                                                    

Red Att/Td/Fg    10/5/3        4/4/0                                                                    

Net Offense         429          427 

QUOTES: “That was the best 4th quarter we have played all year as a team. Nobody in our locker room has quit. People have quit on us, but we 

haven’t quit on ourselves. It’s not over for Blue Eagles,” – Blue Eagles QB, Aaron Rodgers.  

 “I don’t think I’ve ever seen a game called so tight. I’m not criticising, but when the defence is being scrutinized like that  it’s not surprising to see 85 

points scored,”  – Regulator coach, Hal Corson, commenting on the 24 flags thrown, 16 of them against his team.  

AANNGGRRYY  FFAANN  HHAAPPPPYY  FFAANN  

7-7-0 7-7-0 

Johnny Rebb @JRTheState 

This is life with Tony Romo. He put us 

in a position to win then lost focus in 

the 2nd half and put us in a position to 

lose. Aaron Rodgers had the last word. 

Eagle Fanatic @JebEagleFan 

AWESOME comeback! But this team 

is still driving me CRRAAZZYY!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELLFIRE 

2-12-0 

CANNIBALS 

6-8-0 

7

 

  

7

  

3

  

14

  

6

  

3

  

13

  

0

  

0

  

14

  

29 

38 

OT 

Andrew Luck 
20 of 41, 394 yards, 3 TDs 

Marcus Mariota 
23 of 32, 407 yards, 5 TDs  

Andrew Luck connected with Julio Jones 4 times, including a 20-yard TD, to lead 7-0 after Mohave’s first series. The 

Cannibals came back with a penalty-assisted drive to tie it then went in front on a 47-yard long fly for a TD to 

Emmanuel Sanders. After a Mohave FG, the Cannibals came back with a 28-yard TD pass from Marcus Mariota to Jared 

Cook.  The Hellfire won a FG battle in the 3rd but gave up a 30-yard TD pass to Sanders to open the 4th. Back-to-back TD 

passes to Jones, an 85-yard and 3-yarder got Mohave close, but Sanders’ 4th TD of the game sealed it for Carthage. 

TRIUMPH 

10-4-0 

PATRIOTS 

13-1-0 

0

  

7

  

7

  

0

  

0

  

21

  

14

  

0

  

0

  

7

  

21 

Of  
35 

OT 

Melvin Gordon 
23 Carries, 137 yards, 1 TD 

Peyton Manning 
13 of 21, 208 yards, 2 TDs 

After an exchange of punts to start the game, Peyton Manning hit Andre Johnson for a 13-yard TD pass to open the 

scoring. Melvin Gordon tied it for the Triumph on a 1-yard TD run to wrap up the 1st half action. Dez Bryant broke 4 

tackles on his way to an 88-yard TD catch on the Pats’ first play in the 3rd then LB, CJ Mosley intercepted Jay Cutler and 

returned it 29 yards for a TD and a 21-7 lead. On the Triumph’s next play, Tramon Williams picked off a Cutler pass, 

shortening the field for a 2-yard Lamar Miller TD run. The Triumph added two 4thquarter TDs but couldn’t close the gap. 

VIOLATORS 

0-14-0 

MONARCHS 

2-11-0 

7

  

10

  

0

  

0

  

7

  

3

  

9

  

0

  

0 22

  

23 

35 

OT 

Derek Carr 
34 of 54, 316 yards, 2 TDs, 1 INT 

Ryan Tannehill 
26 of 30, 274 yards, 2 TDs, 1 INT 

Donte Whitner intercepted Derek Carr to set up a 2-yard TD pass to Larry Donnell that put the Monarchs in front 10-0. 

Virden replied with seldom-used Gavin Escobar snaring a 14-yard TD pass from Carr. A 54-yard FG by Dan Carpenter 

early in the 3rd extended the Monarchs lead to 13-7, but Virden snatched a 14-13 lead on Escobar’s second TD catch of 

the day. The Monarchs regained the lead on Donnell’s second TD catch of the day and extended it mid-way through the 

4th on a 3-yard TD run by Chris Ivory. Ivory would run for another TD before Carr rounded out the scoring with a late TD. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

CUBS 

9-4-1 

RAVENS 

10-3-1 

0

 

  

20

  

10

  

3

  

10

  

0

  

7

  

0

  

0

  

7

  

27 

30 

OT 

Russell Wilson 
17 of 27, 153 yds, 1 INT, 2 run TDs 

Randall Cobb 
7 Catches, 146 yards, 2 TDs 

Randall Cobb took a short slant from RGIII 67 yards for a TD on the first series and the Ravens capitalized on 3 straight 

Cubs turnovers to build a quick 20-0 lead. The Cubs’ Fletcher Cox stripped the ball from RGIII at the Ravens 35 but 

managed only a FG. Russell Wilson scrambled 12 yards for a TD to halve the deficit but a Ravens FG made it 23-10 at 

half time. Wilson ran for a  score and Jerrick McKinnon carried it in from 7 yards to put the Cubs in front 27-23, but 

Cobb took a short slant 37-yard to the house to re-take the lead and Greg Zuerlein missed a 51-yarder with 0:05 left.  

KNIGHTS 

4-10-0 

CONVICTS 

8-6-0 

0

  

7

  

0

  

17

  

3

  

7 

7

  

0

  

0

  

3

  

10 

Of  
34 

OT 

Teddy Bridgewater 
23 of 40, 188 yards, 1 TD, 1 INT 

Cam Newton 
19 of 28, 271 yards, 4 TDs, 1 INT 

Cam Newton checked down to DeMarco Murray for a 20-yard TD pass then the Chino defence stopped LA on 4th & 2 in 

the red zone to set up a FG drive to make it 10-0. A 45-yard long out to Malcom Floyd followed by a 37-yard long out to 

Floyd were both good for TDs to give Chino a 24-0 half time lead. LA failed to capitalize on a first-play fumble by Murray 

to start the 2nd half but managed a FG after Charles Woodson made his 5th interception of the year at the 26. Chino 

sealed it when Julius Peppers picked off Teddy Bridegwater to set up Floyd’s 3rd TD of the day on a 31-yard long cross.    

SPARTANS 

7-7-0 

EXCALIBURS 

7-7-0 

0

  

0

  

7

  

14

  

7

  

7

  

7

  

0

  

0

  

3

  

21 

24 

OT 

Philip Rivers 
18 of 27, 258 yards, 3 TDs, 1 INT 

Tom Brady 
23 of 31, 229 yards, 2 TDs 

Von Miller stopped a Spartan drive in York territory and Tom Brady hit Kelvin Benjamin for 38 yards to set up a 3-yard 

TD pass to Delanie Walker to open the scoring. Philip Rivers evened the score with a 29-yard TD pass to Golden Tate 

but the Swords countered with a 3-yard TD pass to De’Anthony Thomas to lead 14-7 at the half. The teams traded TDs 

in the 3rd before Pickering tied it on a 24-yard long fly to Demaryius Thomas. Josh Scobee hooked a 30-yard FG attempt 

with 1:52 left then, with 0:23 left, William Gay picked off Rivers to set up a 42-yard game-winning FG by Blair Walsh. 



 

CORN KINGS 

7-7-0 

T-LIZARDS 

12-2-0 

0

 

  

14

  

0

  

21

  

0

  

7

  

7

  

0

  

0

  

0

  

7 

42 

OT 

Niles Paul 
4 Catches, 34 yards, 1 TD 

Drew Brees 
25 of 32, 299 yards, 2 TDs  

A 4th down stand by Cowtown at the 1-yard line kept the Lizards off the board on their opening drive. It was the 

highlight of the day for the visitors. Devin Hester returned a punt 69 yards for a TD and Devin McCourty recorded a 21-

yard pick-six before the Durham offence saw the ball again. When they did, they moved at will, driving to a 25-yard TD 

pass from Drew Brees to Eric Decker and a 1-yard TD run by Ahmad Bradshaw. A Richard Sherman pick set up a late TD 

to make it 35-0 Durham at the half. It was all the Corn Kings to do to break the shutout against a dominant Durham D. 

NORTH STARS 

3-11-0 

SWORDFISH 

1-13-0 

0

  

10

  

14

 

  

10

  

3

  

7

  

0

  

0

  

0

  

10

  

17 

Of  
37 

OT 

Alex Smith 
11 of 19, 96 yards, 1 TD 

Andy Dalton 
23 of 32, 250 yards, 3 TDs 

Fish RB, Isaiah Crowell busted a 20-yard run and Andy Dalton found Odell Beckham for a 6-yard TD pass to open up a 

7-0 lead. Adam Vinatieri added a 47-yard FG and Dalton hooked up with Beckham for a 23-yard TD pass to make it 17-0 

halfway through the 2nd. The Stars got back in it with a 3-yard TD pass to Jordan Reed and a 51-yard fumble recovery for 

a TD by D’Qwell Jackson. The teams traded FGs then Crowell struck again, breaking a 25-yard run to set up a 6-yard TD 

run to make it 27-17. Dalton hit Beckham on a long slant for a 47-yard TD to start the 4th and put the game out of reach. 

GLADIATORS 

8-6-0 

MUSTANGS 

13-1-0 

7

  

7

  

3

  

21

  

7

  

7

  

0

  

0

  

0

  

10

  

17 

45 

OT 

Jeremy Maclin 
4 Catches, 86 yards, 1 TD  

Arian Foster 
24 Carries, 119 yards, 7 Rec, 3 TDs 

Arian Foster finished a 74-yard drive with a 21-yard run and a 1-yard TD catch to open the scoring, but the Glads 

retaliated with an 8-yard TD run by LeSean McCoy to even it at 7. After stopping Aurora on 4th down, the Glads gave it 

away when Jarvis Landry fumbled and the ‘stangs capitalized on a 3-yard TD run by Cameron Artis-Payne. A strip-sack 

of Big Ben by Mailk Jackson and a pick by Eric Weddle set up 2 more Aurora TDs before the half. A 49-yard TD pass to 

Jeremy Maclin gave Gwinnett hope, but a 2nd strip-sack of Ben led to an Aurora TD and an insurmountable deficit. 



 

  

East W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Charleswood (z) 13 1 0 0.929 399 28.5 245 17.5 11 6  1  0 6  0  0 9  1  0 

Twin Cities (y) 10 4 0 0.714 417 29.8 285 20.4 9.4 5  2  0 5  2  0 8  2  0 

Carthage 6 8 0 0.429 431 30.8 384 27.4 3.4 3  4  0 4  2  0 4  6  0 

Mohave 2 12 0 0.143 265 18.9 425 30.4 -11.4 1  6  0 1  6  0 1  9  0 

Virden 0 14 0 0 167 11.9 425 30.4 -18.4 0  7  0 0  6  0 0 10  0 

West W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Beaufort County (y) 10 3 1 0.75 395 28.2 332 23.7 4.5 6  1  0 5  0  1 8  1  1 

Iowa City 9 4 1 0.679 444 31.7 285 20.4 11.4 6  0  1 4  2  1 7  2  1 

Chino 8 6 0 0.571 323 23.1 296 21.1 1.9 3  4  0 4  2  0 6  4  0 

Mission Viejo 5 9 0 0.357 305 21.8 366 26.1 -4.4 2  5  0 1  5  0 4  6  0 

Los Angeles 4 10 0 0.286 253 18.1 415 29.6 -11.6 1  6  0 1  6  0 2  8  0 
North W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Durham (z) 12 2 0 0.857 390 27.9 218 15.6 12.3 7  0  0 6  0  0 8  2  0 

Cowtown 7 7 0 0.5 310 22.1 348 24.9 -2.7 4  3  0 3  4  0 5  5  0 

Pickering 7 7 0 0.5 353 25.2 342 24.4 0.8 3  4  0 2  5  0 4  6  0 

York 7 7 0 0.5 325 23.2 345 24.6 -1.4 5  2  0 3  3  0 5  5  0 

Markham 3 11 0 0.214 241 17.2 291 20.8 -3.6 3  4  0 2  4  0 3  7  0 

South W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Aurora (z) 13 1 0 0.929 459 32.8 276 19.7 13.1 6  1  0 6  0  0 10  0  0 

Gwinnett 8 6 0 0.571 381 27.2 349 24.9 2.3 5  2  0 4  3  0 5  5  0 

Scarborough 7 7 0 0.5 325 23.2 396 28.3 -5.1 4  3  0 3  4  0 4  6  0 

South Carolina 7 7 0 0.5 371 26.5 369 26.4 0.1 4  3  0 3  3  0 5  5  0 

Sebastian 1 13 0 0.071 322 23 484 34.6 -11.6 1  6  0 0  6  0 1  9  0 

(z)-clinched division 

            (y)-clinched wildcard 

   

 

         

Rk Player Team Att Cmp C% Yards In I% Lg TD TD% Rate 

1 Griffin II BCR 233 174 74.7 1990 5 2.1 84 18 7.7 116.7 

2 Mariota CAR 432 265 61.3 3867 9 2.1 86 37 8.6 110.4 

3 Romo SC 466 320 68.7 3561 7 1.5 56 34 7.3 109.2 

4 Brees DTL 471 326 69.2 3668 6 1.3 65 31 6.6 108.8 

5 Wilson,R ICC 353 226 64 2817 4 1.1 56 25 7.1 107.6 

6 Cutler TCT 395 274 69.4 3264 10 2.5 80 27 6.8 106.6 

7 Manning,P CHP 435 298 68.5 3468 8 1.8 88 27 6.2 105.4 

8 Hill,S BCR 229 160 69.9 1738 4 1.7 56 14 6.1 105 

9 Newton,C CHI 343 221 64.4 3044 9 2.6 87 23 6.7 104.2 

10 Rivers,P PIC 326 197 60.4 2846 8 2.5 74 24 7.4 103.1 

11 Roethlisberger GWG 471 301 63.9 3653 8 1.7 72 30 6.4 101.8 

12 Ryan,M AUR 550 352 64 4230 10 1.8 62 30 5.5 98.1 

13 Flacco COW 471 286 60.7 3122 11 2.3 66 31 6.6 92.5 

14 Brady,T YOR 452 287 63.5 2996 6 1.3 87 18 4 90.4 

15 Manning,E MAR 262 166 63.4 1822 4 1.5 65 10 3.8 90.2 

16 Rodgers,A SBE 544 323 59.4 3781 10 1.8 63 24 4.4 87.6 

17 Dalton SS 504 308 61.1 3505 16 3.2 81 27 5.4 86.6 

18 Bridgewater LAK 386 236 61.1 2491 10 2.6 62 20 5.2 86.4 

19 Tannehill MVM 452 291 64.4 2861 9 2 52 17 3.8 86.3 

20 Luck MOH 551 307 55.7 3797 14 2.5 99 19 3.4 78.1 

WEEK FOURTEEN 



 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rk Player Team FGA FGM FG% 40 50 Lg Pts 

1 Parkey BCR 31 29 93.5 11 2 54 127 

2 Folk AUR 29 22 75.9 6 1 50 121 

3 Zuerlein ICC 29 23 79.3 8 0 49 118 

4 Gostkowski TCT 25 22 88 9 0 48 115 

5 Dawson DTL 24 21 87.5 5 0 49 108 

6 Succop CHP 21 19 90.5 5 1 51 105 

7 Brown,J MAR 31 27 87.1 10 3 56 103 

8 Bailey,D CHI 25 21 84 14 5 53 97 

9 Suisham GWG 19 17 89.5 7 1 51 95 

10 Novak COW 24 20 83.3 8 3 53 94 

11 Hauschka CAR 18 13 72.2 7 2 51 93 

12 Scobee PIC 22 17 77.3 6 2 53 93 

13 Nugent SBE 19 18 94.7 4 0 43 91 

14 Tucker,J SC 16 14 87.5 7 1 52 89 

15 Vinatieri SS 18 18 100 10 2 53 88 

16 Janikowski MOH 22 19 86.4 7 3 57 85 

17 Murray,P LAK 20 19 95 12 5 53 85 

18 Walsh YOR 22 15 68.2 6 1 54 83 

19 Carpenter MVM 13 11 84.6 6 2 55 69 

20 Crosby VV 17 16 94.1 9 1 52 63 

 

 

Rk Player Team Att Yds Ave Lg TD 

1 McCoy,L GWG 315 1666 5.3 40 12 

2 Forte PIC 287 1525 5.3 36 12 

3 Murray,D CHI 343 1486 4.3 40 10 

4 Lacy CAR 270 1369 5.1 31 10 

5 Gore SC 239 1236 5.2 50 4 

6 Bell,L LAK 327 1218 3.7 25 6 

7 Lynch,M YOR 274 1180 4.3 33 13 

8 Foster,A AUR 199 1133 5.7 34 13 

9 Miller,L CHP 200 1099 5.5 23 8 

10 Gordon,M TCT 187 1077 5.8 44 11 

11 Morris,A COW 206 1000 4.9 47 3 

12 Hill,J ICC 156 967 6.2 30 7 

13 Stewart BCR 190 964 5.1 73 7 

14 Anderson,C SS 196 924 4.7 24 5 

15 Ingram,M VV 203 897 4.4 36 5 

16 Charles,J VV 190 829 4.4 54 2 

17 Ivory MVM 175 828 4.7 70 12 

18 Bell,J MVM 170 798 4.7 60 6 

19 Coleman,T MOH 185 790 4.3 80 5 

20 Johnson,D CHP 153 782 5.1 29 8 

Rk  Player Team No Yds Ave Lg TD 

1 Brown,A TCT 102 1352 13.3 80 15 

2 Cobb BCR 93 1252 13.5 67 11 

3 Jones,J MOH 89 1504 16.9 99 9 

4 Johnson,A CHP 86 866 10.1 20 3 

5 Hopkins,D BCR 83 1059 12.8 84 11 

6 Maclin GWG 81 1445 17.8 61 15 

7 Bryant,D CHP 76 1264 16.6 88 15 

8 Boldin AUR 75 1243 16.6 40 9 

9 Kelce,T CAR 74 801 10.8 41 8 

10 Graham,J MOH 73 738 10.1 36 4 

11 Landry,J GWG 71 744 10.5 31 7 

12 Fitzgerald COW 70 782 11.2 61 13 

13 Decker DTL 69 714 10.3 28 7 

14 Jackson,D SBE 68 1058 15.6 49 6 

15 Nelson,J SBE 67 944 14.1 47 8 

16 Jones,J YOR 67 672 10 50 3 

17 Green,A SC 65 988 15.2 54 10 

18 Stills SS 65 763 11.7 44 6 

19 Gronkowski BCR 64 588 9.2 54 4 

20 Garcon SBE 63 639 10.1 21 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

ASIA W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Pyongyang 3 2 0 0.6 101 20.2 103 20.6 -0.4 2  1  0 3  2  0 3  2  0 

Taipei 3 2 0 0.6 106 21.2 83 16.6 4.6 2  0  0 3  2  0 3  2  0 

Seoul 2 3 0 0.4 111 22.2 103 20.6 1.6 1  2  0 2  3  0 2  3  0 

Beijing 2 3 0 0.4 91 18.2 120 24 -5.8 1  1  0 2  3  0 2  3  0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PYONGYANG SUN 
 

TAIPEI SHARKS 
 

SEOUL CALM 
 

BEIJING RED DRAGONS 
 

CALM 

2-3-0 

SHARKS 

3-3-0 
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[Star Player] 
[Stats]  

[Star Player] 
[Stats] 

*Games postponed due to lost baggage* 

  

SUN 

3-2-0 

RED DRAGONS 

2-3-0 
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[Star Player] 
[Stats]  

[Star Player] 
[Stats] 

*Game postponed after fake hydrogen bomb test in North Korea* 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW YORK ï The City of Mission Viejo, California, will be the site of the ninth Gale Sayers Game. Intense lobbying by 

Chris Ferraro ï the man who would be King ï and Patricia Bates ï a member of the California State Senate ï convinced the 

EFL Search Committee of the merits of being the first expansion franchise (class of 2012) to host the EFLôs premier event. 

Landing the game is being trumpeted as a great achievement in Mission Viejo and denounced as a crime in Iowa City, the 

only other venue to place a bid.  

Hosting privileges in odd-numbered regular season years are awarded to the Pacific Atlantic Conference teams. This 

year there was an unusually narrow field of candidates, with previous hosts Charleswood and Los Angeles precluded due to 

the five-year restriction rule and various issues in other locales negatively affecting their bid chances: Twin Cities is reserving 

its bid for 2017, when its new facility will be built; Virden is looking to tear down the refurbished old insane asylum called 

TERRORDOME and build a brand new theme park called TORTURE CHAMBER on the grounds of an old WWII Japanese POW camp; 

Carthage is simply too small, and knows it; Chino was told in advance not to apply, for security reasons; Beaufort County is 

too new; and Mohave forgot and missed the deadline. That left Mission Viejo and Iowa City on the short, and only, list.  

The popular assumption was that Iowa City would get the award, being a charter franchise and having previously 

applied in every eligible year. However, a number of factors converged to scuttle their chances. A majority of Committee 

members simply donôt like drafty old Joe Ferguson Stadium, with its bench seating, open-concept end zones and artificial turf. 

In addition, my sources tell me that the EFL Standing Committee (the executives who run the league), secretly want the Cubs 

moved out of Iowa and into a larger nearby market like Chicago or St. Louis. Denying their application is possibly a pressure 

tactic to persuade the Alberhaskys to move the team. There are also assertions, groundless as they may be, that the league 

holds something against the franchise, possibly dating back to its disastrous 2012 campaign when whispers of ñtankingò 

pervaded in the back rooms of the leagueôs head office complex in Canton.  

The anti-Iowa conspiracy theory, promulgated by parochial interests in the largely backward State of Iowa and 

supported by legions of alien abduction survivors from remote rural areas in Broccoli Country, totally ignores the 

attractiveness of the Mission Viejo bid. The egocentric Chris Ferraro thinks big and is very persuasive in a way befitting a 

megalomaniac of the first order. Having already convinced the EFL Expansion Committee back in 2011 that he is, in fact, the 

rightful King of Portugal, it was mere childôs play to convince them that Mission Viejo would bring the Gale Sayers Game 

ñup to the next level.ò   

Details of Ferraroôs grandiose plans for hosting the 9
th

 Gale Sayers Game are not publicly available, but signs of a 

coming spectacle of royal proportions are in evidence in and around His Majesty the Kingôs Royal Coliseum at Kingôs 

Landing. Thousands of Portuguese labourers have been working round the clock adding seating to the coliseum and building 

huge edifices on the expanded grounds around it. One of the buildings is reportedly a vast state-of-the-art kitchen for 

preparing a public óRoyal Feast;ô while another next to it is supposedly an amphitheatre for a óConcert of the Ages.ô A grand 

hotel is being constructed to house dignitaries, league officials, media and season ticket holders of the competing teams along 

with separate ñlodgesò and practice facilities for the players, all within one square mile. Monarchsô beat reporter, Michael S. 

Hickenbottom describes it as ñsomething like an Olympic Village with bars.ò  

I can tell you that, as a member of the media, I have already received from the Syndicate my advance booking 

reservation for the óRoyal Palace Hotelô in Mission Viejo ï a place that doesnôt exist yet according to Google. The thought 

that this might be a crude attempt at an ambush by the Red Pimple crossed my mind until I read Hickenbottomôs piece in the 

Orange County Register entitled, óIs the Kingdom of Ferraronia Coming to Mission Viejo?ô  

If Ferraroôs Kingdom is indeed coming in time for the 9
th

 EFL Championship, itôs no wonder that the equally power-

hungry EFL Standing Committee bought in to the ñroyal spectacleò idea and turned aside Iowa Cityôs promise to install base 

heaters at Joe Ferguson Stadium. There is nothing like a luxury suite in a private hotel to tip the balance of a vote!  

 HOW THE WEST IS BEING WON 

At Bank of America Stadium in Charlotte, North Carolina, 250 miles from their home in Hilton Head, the Beaufort County 

Ravens pulled off an upset of modest proportions with a 30-27 eclipsing of the Cubs to take a full one-game lead in the race  

       

  



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

for the West Division title. The Ravens have clinched a wildcard berth with just two weeks remaining and can clinch the division 

with one more victory. Count me among those who are surprised at the current state of the race ï not because I think the Ravens 

arenôt worthy, but because I came into the season with the belief that the Cubs were a little worthier; or, at least, less risky.  

 The Ravens certainly have talent on both sides of the ball, but they lost my vote early with the decision to go with Shaun 

Hill at starting quarterback. While doctors for RGIII searched for the right ADD medication to keep him steady in the pocket, Hill 

became one of the big surprises of 2015, ranking 5
th
 overall in passer rating when he went down to injury in Week Nine. At the time, 

he was ahead of future hall-of-famers Drew Brees, Tom Brady and Aaron Rodgers, to name a few. Not only was he getting the job 

done statistically, the Ravens, at 6-2-1, were winning. When he went down with multiple muscle strains there was grave concern in 

Hilton Head that the Ravensô promising start would come undone. This concern deepened when RGIII was heard yelling ñyipppeee! 

Hillôs injured! Yeahh! You are back RGIII, you are BACK!ò upon hearing the news that Hill would be sidelined for 6 weeks.  

Fears that RGIIIôs mental disorders would lead to disaster on the field or injury have so far proven to be unfounded; Griffin 

is currently leading the league in QB rating with 116.7 and he too is winning. Although undeniably talented, even gifted, RGIII 

carries baggage that weighed down a much more talented Ravens/Banana Sluggs team in 2014. What is different this year? Alex 

Trench III of the Beaufort Observer observes: 

ñOwner, Neil Shannon is taking a hands-on approach to running his team,ò wrote Trench in a piece entitled, óMeet the Man 

Behind the Ravensô that ran the week before the start of the regular season. ñA football man himself, Shannon knows what he wants 

and has hand-picked what he calls a óCoach Squadô to oversee the development and training of players in his system. There is no 

óHead Coach,ô per se. There is a Squad Leader of coaches and a hierarchy beneath him with various responsibilities. Itôs not a 

typical coaching staff, although it shares many similarities. But Shannon will only speak in generalities about the structure of his 

coaching system. He runs it like a special military operation and the real practices are all closed to the public and the media.ò 

What has become clear to me while reviewing video of Ravens games is that these two quarterbacks ï Hill and Griffin ï 

considered by many experts to be the weak links on the team, are doing the little things right and together form the single most crucial 

factor in the teamôs success. You will not find either of them on any MVP list, but they have combined for a league-leading 72.3% 

completion rate, 3,538 yards, 32 TD passes, and a league-leading 110.9 QB rating. Add in 313 yards rushing for Griffin in 9 games 

and you have an MVP season at the most important position in the game.  

The supporting cast around them deserves its share of credit as well. Randall Cobb and DeAndre Hopkins are proving to be 

the one of the most dangerous one-two combos at wide receiver in the entire league, with 176 receptions, 2,311 yards receiving and   

 

   

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

  Virden Coach for a Day winner, ______, did something Lance Barrate never did; he used Derek Carr. 

22 TD catches between them. Jonathan Stewart and 

Karlos Williams have together averaged 5.1 yards-

per-carry and scored 11 TDs. In true military style, 

the offence is all that it can be and, so far, that has 

been enough to put them alone atop the West 

Division with two weeks to go.  

 These accomplishments are all the more 

impressive because the quarterbacks at the center of 

the Ravensô offensive success are basically the same 

guys they were when they came to the team. Hill 

looks acts and throws the ball like a journeyman 

while RGIII is still idolizing his reflection and 

throwing his teammates under the bus.  

 On the Ravensô third play from scrimmage 

against Iowa City this past week RGIII took three 

choppy steps backward then slung a short slant to 

Randall Cobb. The throw was high and Cobb had to 

jump, but he came down with it. What followed was 

all Cobb as he wound his way around the remaining 

defenders to the end zone for a 67-yard TD to open 

the scoring. Fans in the stadium rose to their feet and 

cheered, Cobb celebrated, the Ravens players 

jumped up and down on the sideline, and RGIII, 

micôd up for EFL Networkôs óSounds of the Gameô 

feature, could be seen celebrating and heard yelling, 

ñEeooh! What a throw! What a throw I made! RGIII 

ï third edition of a unique mold! Yeahh!ò (That last 

line is entirely true, by the way) 

  

 

RGIII of the Beaufort County Ravens celebrates after throwing 6 yards 

downfield on a slant to Randall Cobb, who zig-zagged through the Cubs 

secondary for a 67-yard scoring play. ñWhat a throw I made!ò said RGIII.      



  

What will the future hold for Americaôs Team? Provided they remain healthy and disciplined, they could very well shock the 

football world in the post-season. I have doubted them long enough ï itôs time to look at the results and believe. 

   CURSE OF THE BLUE EAGLES ï PART II 

If there is indeed some kind of curse on Chris Dickinson and his team beyond the thousands that get uttered daily by rancorous football 

fans in Scarborough, then it either works in mysterious ways or it was lifted for a day at Columbia this week, where the beleaguered 

Blue Eagles squared off against the red hot Regulators.  

 For one half of football things went according to the familiar tragic script like a football version of Groundhog Day: The 

Eagles look good and score on the opening drive ï check; their opponent ties the game after a penalty against the Blue Eagles keeps the 

drive alive ï check; the Eagles charge back with a big play for a touchdown after looking down an out because of penalties ï check; 

opponent explodes for 3 touchdowns in a short time period due to unforced turnovers and miscues by the Eagles ï check.  

 With South Carolina in apparent command 28-14 at half time, Scarborough fans and football fans in general could be excused 

for switching to another game, switching to another type of programming entirely (like Sunday Arts) or looking for chores to do around 

the house. But for those with short memories or who were too inebriated to turn away, they were treated in the end to something entirely 

different from what they had become accustomed to. They witnessed a rare 4
th

 quarter rally by Aaron Rodgers. 

 By the 4
th

 quarter the Regulators had extended their lead to 35-17 and the Blue Eagles were in the middle of a promising drive, 

having reached the Regulator 40 yard line. Everyone recognized this as prime Rodgers fumble territory, but instead of a ñmagic handò 

popping the ball loose on a scramble, Rodgers completed a 12-yard pass to Pierre Garçon then Mohamed Sanu fooled everybody with 

a 26-yard end around to the 2 yard line. Logan Mankins was flagged for holding on the next play and two subsequent incomplete 

passes brought up ñ3
rd

 & turnoverò at the 12. But instead of disaster, Rodgers calmly surveyed a field swarming with 7 Regulator 

defensive backs and found Sanu racing across the back of the end zone for a touchdown. They failed to convert for 2 points, making it 

35-23 with over 13 minutes left in the 4
th

 quarter. 

 Looking to send a message that this was their game the Regulators went back aggressively on the attack and caught 

Scarborough in a disadvantageous defensive posture, guarding against the run. But as Tony Romo looked deep for AJ Green, he failed 

to sense a determined Terrell Suggs breaking through from the blind side. Romo coughed up the football as he was corralled and the 

Eagles recovered at the 22, setting up a Mike Nugent field goal to make it 35-26. 

 After a Reg three-and-out, a 36-yard punt return by Frankie Hammond Jr. gave Scarborough great field position at the South 

Carolina 39. Soon after Rodgers was cashing in with a 12-yard touchdown pass to Jordy Nelson to make it 35-33. Call it panic, or call it 

one of his occasional vacant spells, but Romo threw his next down field pass directly to Scarborough safety, Marcus Gilchrist, who 

returned it to the Regulator 22 yard line. The Reg defence held, even forcing the familiar Rodgers pressure fumble on 3
rd

 and inches. 

But the Eagles recovered and Nugent delivered the go-ahead field goal from 32 yards out. 

 A suddenly awake Romo made short work of the Eagles defence on the ensuing drive, finishing off an 80-yard march with a 

46-yard touchdown pass to rookie, Devin Funchess to re-establish the lead, 42-36.  With 2:13 left in the game, the situation again 

looked dire for the Blue Eagles. But when Rodgers took up his position behind center he did not look bug-eyed and fearful as he often 

has looked this season. Instead, he looked grim and determined as he carved up a South Carolina secondary that stayed back in a 7-DB 

zone. It was a formation that might well have flummoxed an inexperienced rookie or marginal starter, but it was like an invitation for a 

seasoned veteran, even a sometimes skittish one, like Rodgers. Facing sporadic, light pressure, Rodgers dissected the zone defence    

Jennifer Hale of FOX interviews Drew Brees after the Lizards dominated 

the Corn Kings 42-7 at Jurassic Park. A couple of strange plays and an 

appearance by the mysterious ñcowled figure,ò seen walking casually 

away in the background, have the Internet abuzz with conspiracy theory.  

So, what is the secret of the Ravensô surprising 

success?  

 ñThe players do as theyôre told,ò Shannon 

explained in a rare mid-season interview with Severin 

Handfottner Jr. of Coaches Call. ñWe expect full 

commitment from every player on every play to do 

exactly what we have told them to do. We donôt ask 

them to do anything they canôt do. In exchange we wonôt 

tolerate them doing something they can do that we donôt 

want them to do. If they do, there are swift and negative 

consequences. Itôs that simple.ò 

 Shannon will not answer questions about how 

he manages individual players and steadfastly refused to 

explain, beyond the usual trite ñgives-us-the-best-

chance-to-winò line, why he benched RGIII in favour of 

Shaun Hill to start the season. But listening to Shannon 

speaking coaching philosophy, it is easy to read between 

the lines: RGIII was benched until he towed the line; 

and no doubt he knows he will be benched again if he 

deviates from the on-field mission.  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with clockwork precision, assisted along the way by a 15-yard personal foul penalty against the Regulators, their 16
th

 flag of the day! 

With 22 seconds left, Rodgers hit Sanu on a short slant for a 4-yard touchdown, his 4
th

 TD pass of the game. Nugent came on and 

made no mistake on the critical chip shot, giving Scarborough a 43-42 lead. After an anti-climactic four-and-out by Romoôs Regs, it 

was official. The Blue Eagles had defied the curse and scored an improbable, season-saving win.  

 With private investigators, investigative journalists from all media, ghost-hunters, psychics, and even an exorcist from the 

Catholic Church all descending on the Carolina Slammer in an attempt to verify or lift the curse on the Blue Eagles and catch the 

mysterious ñcowled figureò in action, the lack of anything strange (other than a comeback win for Scarborough) left them feeling 

disappointed. But while attention was focused on the Blue Eagles, something odd was happening to the Corn Kings in Durham, where 

a record cold temperature at game time threatened the bio-engineered prehistoric jungle foliage on the grounds around Jurassic Park.  

 The Corn Kings, in the thick of a playoff race, could not do anything right against their arch-rivals in a cruel 42-7 blowout. 

While Durham was properly favoured at home, many expected a good fight and some had predicted an upset. Instead, the game was so 

eerily one-sided that it left analysts and commentators at a loss to explain it. The best description of the action came from TV analyst, 

Phil Mimms: ñIt is almost as if the Corn Kings are running uphill and the Thunder Lizards are running downhill.ò    

 Two plays, in particular appeared almost unnatural ï both were interceptions. In the first, Joe Flacco attempts to check down 

to Todd Gurley, but the rookie running back suddenly falls to the side, as if pushed, and the ball sails through to Devin McCourty, who 

returns it for a touchdown. Gurley gets up and screams for a flag, but replays show nobody within 6 feet of him when he ñfalls.ò In the 

second, with the Durham secondary playing in a deep zone, Flacco again attempts a check down, but the ball literally floats in the air, 

just beyond the reach of tight end Niles Paul, before suddenly taking a beeline toward Richard Sherman, who had inexplicably broken 

off his coverage of Mike Evans and was racing toward the line of scrimmage.  

 Clips of both plays began circulating around the ónet before the game was over, but they were quickly overshadowed after the 

game by a brief clip of FOX sideline reporter Jennifer Hale interviewing Drew Brees. Visible in the background for about 3 seconds, 

is the mysterious ñcowled figureò walking coolly away after appearing to look back at the TV camera. Inexplicably, nobody appears to 

have seen the same dark figure off camera, despite word spreading quickly through the stadium that the figure had been spotted on TV. 

This has led to all sorts of conspiracy theories which you can read about all over the ónet if you wish. But if you want to find out what 

is really going on, just keep reading my column as I sink my teeth into this intriguing mystery in the coming weeksé.. 

AROUND THE EFL 

At Patriot Place in Charleswood, the Triumph lost their last chance to snatch the East Division away from the front-running Pats, 

dropping a 35-21 decision. After a hard fought 7-7 draw over the first 30 minutes, the Pats jumped out of the gate quickly with an 88-

yard touchdown pass from Peyton Manning to Dez Bryant on the Patsô first play from scrimmage in the 3
rd

. That was enough to 

trigger the óCutler Effect.ô The Pats had been determinedly bringing pressure on the Triumphôs erratic pivot, and the effort finally came 

to fruition as a pressing Jay Cutler threw interceptions on back-to-back plays, the first returned for 6 by CJ Mosley (the linebacker) 

and the second setting up a third TD in the quarter. Jonathan Hankins finished with 3 sacks to lead the hungry Patsô pass rush. 

 At Camelot in York, the Excaliburs kept their fading playoff hopes alive with a 24-21 victory over rival Pickering on a 42-

yard game-winning field goal by Blair Walsh with 0:03 remaining. Turnovers played a pivotal role in the outcome. A strip-sack of 

Philip Rivers by Von Miller set up the Swordsô first touchdown and a William Gay pick in Pickering territory with 0:23 seconds left in 

the game set up the game-winning boot. The óGus Gunô was deployed as the kick split the uprights and everyone returned home safely.  

 At Candlestick Park in Aurora the Mustangs asserted their supremacy over the closest thing they have to a divisional rival by 

overpowering Gwinnett 45-17. Big Ben could not handle the pressure of JJ Watt and pass-rush specialist Willie Young, who 

combined for 4 of 6 sacks on the day for the home team. The constant breakdowns in protection kept the Glads from establishing any 

kind of rhythm on offence; while on the other side Matt Ryan looked comfortable stretching the field with 12 more deep throws and 3 

more touchdown passes to bring his season total to 30.  

 At the Fish Tank in Sebastian the Swordfish returned to wearing their ñhome whitesò and were rewarded by the Uniform 

Gods with their first victory of 2015 ï a full throttle 37-17 pasting of woeful Markham. It was the best defensive performance of the 

year from the team that gives up almost 35 points and over 400 yards per game ï which should tell you just how awful the North Stars 

offence has become since their high water mark in Week One, when they laid 37 points on the Corn Kings. One of the Markham 

touchdowns wasnôt even from the offence! Andy Dalton once again made the most of Odell Beckham Jr., with 3 more touchdown 

passes to the rising superstar. I get the feeling that the Red Rifle is only a couple of more Beckhams away from being a star himself. 

 At The Big House in Chino, Cam Newton and Malcom Floyd bombed the Knights back into 2014 with hook-ups of 45, 37 

and 31 yards for touchdowns, while flying to a 34-10 victory. In between those killing strokes DeMarco Murray pounded the Knights 

line for 107 yards in 25 carries to create that ñwe-own-youò effect on their demoralized opponent.  

 At HMK Royal Coliseum in Mission Viejo, the Monarchs overcame the daring game plan of Shelp Winkle, the Wallace 

Township winner of the Violators Coach For A Day sweepstakes, by a count of 35-23. Yes, you read that correctly: 23 points for 

Virden, a season high. Shelpôs secret? ñI thought I might pass the ball some,ò he said after the game. Lance Barrate, who is was 

nowhere to be found on the sideline, was tending to ñfamily businessò according to the team.  

 And finally, at the Killing Field in Carthage, rookie phenom Marcus Mariota continued to pile up the gawdy stats with 5 

more touchdown passes, bringing his league-leading total to 37, while roughing up Mohave 38-29.  Bobby Elder is another coach who 

probably canôt wait for the season to end and most Hellfire fans would agree. 
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BBUUGG  TT HHEE  BBOOOOKKIIEE!!  
JIMMY THE GEEK GIVES YOU HIS PICKS 

FOR WEEK FIFTEEN EFL ACTION 
Your source for fantasy and on -line betting solutions  

 

9¾ÈÈđïôûT**:ûFIFTEEN PICKS 
GAMES TO WATCH 
 

IOWA CITY @ TWIN CITIES (line ð CUBS by 1) 

INJURIES: Twin Cities – Nigel Bradham (DOUBTFUL), Jerrell Freeman (OUT), Tre Mason (OUT), Bobby Wagner (OUT);  

Iowa City – None.  

 

The Triumph have clinched a playoff spot, but would likely prefer to be seeded to start their post-season against one of the 

contenders for the West Division rather than the Pats, who have beaten them twice already and made it look easy. The Cubs are one 

of those west contenders and need to win out the rest of the way and hope for lots of help in order to finish on top. With the odds 

against them, the Cubs have to look at this game as a must-win to establish a preferable wildcard seeding position; neither do they 

wish to travel to Charleswood to open the post-season. With so much on the line, and the possibility that these teams may yet meet  
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again in the post-season, this will be a game to scrutinize. The Cubs have been relying on a dominant offensive line and the running 

game to keep their league-leading offensive engine running. But their crucial loss to the firepower of RGIII and Randall Cobb last 

week has many wondering if the ñmagicò of Russell Wilson, last yearôs quarterback Houdini, is not being called upon enough. Twin 

Cities will rely on the usual trio of Jay Cutler, Melvin Gordon and Antonio Brown to put pressure on a pretty good Cubs defence 

that is capable of bringing pressure with the front four alone. Against a defence that prefers not to guess, expect the Triumph to try 

everything and go with what is working. Bobby Wagner is out, again, and this will have an impact on the defence. The Triumph will 

need to score quickly and aim to outpace the Cubs offence if they hope to pull off an upset. PICK: IOWA CITY  

  

GWINNETT @ PICKERING (line ð GLADIATORS by 1) 

INJURIES: Gwinnett – Bruce Ellington (OUT), Charles Gaines (OUT); Pickering – Miles Austin (OUT), Eric Kendricks (OUT), 

Ray McDonald (OUT). 

 

The complex fate of both these teams will not be finally decided by this game alone, but depending on what happens elsewhere, one 

of them could be in trouble by the end of the day. The Gladiators are in the driverôs seat for the first wildcard berth and can, at the 

least, maintain control over their own destiny with a win. The Spartans could lose and still survive, but need both Markham and 

Durham to win to stand a hope of emerging as the sole possessor of 2
nd

 place, the spot they will need to attain to get in position to 

use their tie-breaking advantage over southern rivals, South Carolina and Scarborough. The Spartans are missing a couple of 

important pieces of their untrustworthy defence, with linebacker Eric Kendricks and lineman Ray McDonald both out. McDonald, 

with 6 sacks and 8 hurries, is a big part of the Pickering pass rush, after SenôDerrick Marks. With time to throwm Big Ben will pick 

apart any secondary, let alone one that targets picks over coverage and hasnôt been very successful at the former either. On the 

Pickering plus side, teams have been successful passing against Gwinnett by avoiding Sean Smith and looking for targets elsewhere. 

With attractive targets at each level of the attack, Philip Rivers could be lined up for a successful day through the air. This should be 

a good, close game, a virtual pickôem. In these situations, it is prudent to take the better team.  PICK: GWINNETT  

 

BEAUFORT COUNTY @ CHINO (line ð RAVENS by 2)  

INJURIES: Beaufort County ï Shaun Hill (PROBABLE), Trai Turner (QUESTIONABLE), Ryan Mathews (DOUBTFUL),   

Janoris Jenkins (OUT), Stevan Ridley (OUT), Larry Warford (OUT), Frank Alexander (IR), Jairus Byrd (IR).  Chino ï Haloti Ngata 

(OUT), Michael Schofield (OUT), Victor Cruz (IR), Leodis McKelvin (IR). 

 

The Ravens can clinch the West Division with a win and eliminate the Convicts in the process ï a two-for-one special that has 

Ravens fans pumped up for this game. The Convicts can win and still be eliminated if the Cubs overcome the Triumph. It is a 

gloomy picture for Chino fans, but the spiteful and bloodthirsty among them will find some solace if they manage to injure an 

important Raven, like RGIII or Jonathan Stewart, just in time for the post-season. The injury-riddled Ravens are whispered to be in 

worse shape than their official casualty count would indicate. The running backs are nursing ailments and RGIII is rumoured to be 

so wound up with excitement at his greatness that trainers fear he could ñsnapò at any moment. Shaun Hill is listed as probable to 

return, but with óThe Power of RGIIIô dominating media coverage, he is unlikely to get the start. If the Ravens manage to stay 

healthy their offence will pose a challenge to the capacity of the Chino offence to keep pace. The Newtonian offence moves 

steadily, but not overly quickly, and by now everyone knows that Malcom Floyd is the only deep threat. The aged Chino defence 

has been performing far above expectations as cagey veterans dip into their bags of tricks to limit opponents to just 5 yards-per-play. 

Whether they can keep that pace 15 weeks into the season is a critical question without an answer yet. One thing for sure: they will 

give it everything they have. The Convicts tend to die hard and wonôt give up without a dirty fight. PICK: CHINO  

 

GAMES OF NOTE 
 

MARKHAM @ COWTOWN (line ð CORN KINGS by 6) 

INJURIES: Markham ï Ereck Flowers (PROBABLE), Chris Long (IR); Cowtown ï Julius Thomas (QUESTIONABLE), Derek 

Carrier (OUT), Larry Fitzgerald (OUT), Cecil Shorts III (OUT), Cedric Ogbuehi (OUT).  

 

The Corn Kings are coming off a humiliating thrashing at the claws of the Thunder Lizards last week; who were themselves coming 

off a humbling trampling by the Mustangs the week before. According to the law of the pecking order, Cowtown should be primed 

to thump the Dawgs mercilessly in this game. But, as we all know, no law, natural or otherwise, applies to a Cowtown-Markham 

match-up except for the Law of the Cowtown-Markham Match-Up (LOCMMU). That law says the game will always be ugly and  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

usually close. Cowtown opened its curiously up and down season on a down against these Stars, dropping an uncompetitive 

decision to the combined efforts of Eli Manning, Alex Smith, and no less than 5 different running backs. But it doesnôt matter who 

the faces are in the faceless Markham attack; it still tends to move relentlessly at a 5-yard per play pace. Recently, however, the 

Markham ñattackò (if I can use that word to describe it) has been stalling, gaining just 281yards and scoring just 14 points per 

game over a tortuous 8-game losing streak that includes a loss last week to the previously winless Swordfish. Normally, this would 

suggest a significant advantage for the Corn Kings, but LOCMMU overrides any traditional trend analysis. Anything could happen 

in this game but expect it to happen within 6 points either way. PICK: MARKHAM 
 

DURHAM@ YORK (line ð THUNDER LIZARDS by 6) 

INJURIES: Durham – Josh Gordon (QUESTIONABLE); York – None.  

Having recovered a measure of dignity from their Aurora debacle with a 42-7 walloping of Cowtown last week, the Thunder 

Lizards are well-positioned to sit on their tails and ride out the final two weeks in injury-prevention mode. Talk of playing for the 

no.1 overall seed is just that ï talk. A top finish is possible, but with the Mustangs needing to drop their final two games in order to 

make it happen it is more realistic to prepare for an eventual trip back to Candlestick Park. After a three-game swoon, the 

Excaliburs still have a shot at the playoffs, but they are at the back of the pack, needing to win both remaining games while hoping 

for some help from the other division. If they can get past Durham, no small task, they get Markham in the final week, making a 

minor miracle possible. The Lizards are currently healthy and looking to stay that way. Josh Gordon is listed as ñquestionable,ò an 

irritating status for a team already thin at wide receiver and perhaps looking to rest a big gun like Calvin Johnson or TY Hilton. 

Durham may be vulnerable here to a team committed to winning, or to coming close in the attempt. PICK: YORK 

 

AURORA @ SOUTH CAROLINA (line  ð MUSTANGS by 5) 

INJURIES: Aurora ï Kevin Pierre-Louis (OUT); South Carolina – Star Lotulelei (PROBABLE) Brandon Brooks (OUT), 

Terrence Brooks (OUT).    

The Regulators ran into a desperate team last week and were not ready for a 26-point 4
th
 quarter surge by the usually flightless 

Blue Eagles. The loss took some of the gleam off what had been a sterling recovery from a slow start to the season. Now the Regs 

need to play with the same desperation against an Aurora team that is showing no signs of slowing down after clinching the 

division early and the securing of the tie-breaker over Durham. The Mustangs have always been good but over the past three weeks 

they have good and lucky, which is making for brutal beatings on the gridiron. When these teams met in Week One the Regs 

looked unprepared as they muddled through 60 minutes in a 41-10 defeat. In that game the Regsô defence, such as it was, did not 

attempt to stop the Mustangs as much as it tried to simply get in their way and hope for the best. The defence will have to take a 

few shots this time or the Mustangs will certainly trample them again. On the Aurora side, stopping Tony Romo will be the key, if 

Romo doesnôt stop himself first. Expect a better showing for good old boys in garnet. PICK: SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

SCARBOROUGH @ SEBASTIAN (line ð BLUE EAGLES by 2) 

INJURIES: Scarborough – Tarell Brown (DOUBTFUL), Chris Canty (OUT), Dontôa Hightower (OUT); Sebastian ï Jerry 

Attaochu (OUT), Jamell Fleming (OUT), Mike Pouncey (OUT), Justin Pugh (OUT), Adrian Clayborn (IR), Jadeveon Clowney 

(IR), Paul Posluszny (IR).   

The Blue Eagles kept their playoff hopes alive with an amazing comeback against the Regulators last week. If they end up making 

the post-season and subsequently defying the odds, people will certainly point back to the performance of Aaron Rodgers in that 

4
th

-quarter moment of truth when his team faced elimination. If Rodgers is truly back in top form, this game will not even be close. 

There are other reasons why it shouldnôt be close, such as Scarborough having the edge in almost every roster match-up. But one 

thing we prognosticators have come to rely on is the total unreliability of the Blue Eagles. The Swordfish finally cracked the goose 

egg last week and looked convincing doing it against a difficult Markham team. There is reason to hope for a good showing again 

this week, especially considering how tightly they played the Eagles in Week 4. However, with Blue Eagles a mere conference tie-

breaker out of a playoff spot and a winless season no longer hanging over the heads of the Swordfish, the motivation is entirely on 

one side of the field here. The Eagles could choke, of course, but probably not this time. PICK: SCARBOROUGH  

 

HOLIDAY LEFTOVERS 

CARTHAGE @ CHARLESWOOD (line ð PATRIOTS by 8) 

INJURIES: Charleswood ï Lavonte David (PROBABLE), CJ Mosley ï DL (PROBABLE); Carthage – Justin Durant (IR), Greg 

Hardy (IR), Derrick Johnson (IR), Manti Teôo (IR), Jason Verrett (IR).   

After enjoying several weeks as this yearôs Cinderella, the Cannibals are finally starting to look like the pumpkin we thought they 

were at the start of the season ï a prize-winning pumpkin certainly, but a pumpkin all the same. Playoffs may have been a pipe     
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dream all along, but it has been a successful season nonetheless for Carthage. If they can finish .500, it would be a truly amazing 

feat considering their defensive flaws and the breaking in of a rookie quarterback. Marcus Mariota came of age early with his Week 

7 romp over unbeaten Aurora. From then until now he has been the best quarterback in the league, throwing 23 TD passes in 8 

games. The Pats have sewn up the first seed in the conference and have nothing left to play for in the regular season except to stay 

healthy. Does this mean they will let up and give Blake Bortles some reps behind center? Certainly not if Peyton Manning has 

anything to say about it, but he may be over-ruled in the interests of keeping his ageing bones from breaking. Carthage will be in 

the game but their bad defence all but dooms them on the road even if Manning sits on the bench. PICK: CHARLESWOOD 
 

VIRDEN @ MOHAVE (line ð HELLFIRE by 8) 

INJURIES: Virden ï Anthony Barr (OUT), Melvin Ingram (OUT), Mark Ingram (OUT), Trumaine Johnson (OUT), Daniel 

McCullers (OUT), Alex Carrington (IR), Eric Berry (IR), Todd Herremans (IR), Kelcy Quarles (IR), Demeco Ryans (IR), Stephen 

Tulloch (IR), Aldon Smith (IR); Mohave – Whitney Mercilus (PROBABLE), Ronnie Hillman (OUT), Shareece Wright (OUT), 

Donnie Avery (IR).      

Here we have what surely is Virdenôs last chance, period, to claim victory in 2015. With the Pats on the schedule to close, the 

Violators need to win now. To do so they must catch Mohave on an ñoff day,ò a task easier done than said. After a rough first half 

to the season, Mohave looked like a respectable football team for most of the second half, but fell hard to the Pats in Week 13 and 

let Marcus Mariota fly all over them last week in a 38-29 loss that was not as close as the score suggests. The Violators unleashed 

Derek Carr last week against Mission Viejo and the result was another loss, but a season-high 23 points. A similar approach this 

week could yield good results against the typically disorganized Mohave secondary. Making a case for a Violators victory is still 

difficult, just not as difficult as usual. More likely, Andrew Luck and Julio Jones will attempt some kind of passing record to soothe 

their bruised egos and the Mohave pass rush will force a bunch of errors if Virden dares to throw. PICK: MOHAVE 

 

LOS ANGELES @ MISSION VIEJO (line ð MONARCHS by 5)  

INJURIES: Los Angeles – Cortland Finnegan (DOUBTFUL), Chase Ford (OUT), Chad Greenway (OUT), Rolando McClain 

(OUT), Andrew Norwell (OUT), Brian Orakpo (OUT); Mission Viejo – Kareem Jackson (OUT), Kevin White (OUT), Brandon 

Browner (IR), Jerod Mayo (IR).  

The battle for the West Division basement is more interesting than it has been in previous seasons. If you like midget wrestling, it 

might be worth your time to tune in and watch these respectably inadequate teams take on each other. At 5-9, the bottom line for 

the Monarchs is slightly disappointing, but they have shown real game at times this season and the future is bright. The slightly less 

capable Knights have also shown fight, although surrendering 66 points to the Cubs two weeks ago did nothing to encourage boasts 

about an imminent return to glory for the óBlue Shield.ô The Knights won handily in Week Four thanks to 4 Monarchs turnovers. 

Expect the Knights to generate a couple more this week, but not enough to steal one on the road. PICK: MISSION VIEJO 

 

    

FROM THE EFL ARCHIVES ï Week 14 of the 2009 EFL 

season saw one of the yearôs most dramatic finishes in a 

meaningful game. With the Cowtown Corn Kings (7-7) 

leading the Pickering Spartans (4-10) by a score of 24-20, 

Eli Manning drove the Spartans 79 yards in the space of 

4:31 to arrive at the Cowtown 1 yard line with 0:04 left in 

the game. With 9 in the box for the Corn Kings, the 

Spartans sent Chris Johnson over top. But linebacker Kirk 

Morrison timed his rush perfectly and intercepted Johnson 

before he could get fully airborne. The tackle saved the  

season for Cowtown, keeping them alive in the playoff hunt. 

 Week 14 also witnessed a record for shutouts in one 

week, with three. This could only be possible in a year with 

Winnemucca in the mix and sure enough they were blanked 

with ease, 34-0 by the Cubs. Other ñzeroesò in Week 14 were 

Markham, falling 35-0 to Durham, and Ringgold, dropping a 

13-0 decision to Gwinnett. The Glad ñbroke it openò with 10 

points in the 4
th

 quarter. It is hard to believe that Ben 

Roethlisberger was the quarterback for the loser in that game, 

but it just shows how bad the Crimson Hawks were.  

 The Hellfire (5-9) were officially kicked out of the 

playoffs by the boot of Nate Kaeding, whose 50-yard effort 

with 0:18 left in the game was enough to lift Kutztown (6-8) to 

a 26-23 victory. Looking back, this may have been the kick 

that knocked the Hellfire out of serious post-season discussions 

from back then all the way to the present day. D 

 In individual performance highlights, the Cubsô 

Reggie Bush helped make a dreadful game more entertaining 

with 2 punt returns for TDs ï 58 and 80 yards. Jon Beason 

(CHP), Darrelle Revis (FLA) and Chris Gamble (ICC) each 

had two interceptions. 

 

. 

 


